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COURSE No. 5 RAAF WAGGA WAGGA

Back Row: F/SgtC Wein - F/O E Marron - F/Sgt C Hook - ? -
Standing: W\O B. Gollan -?- F/O JMcRobbie - F/Lt P White - F/O F King
- F/O K Wilson - ? -F/O C Cooke.

Front Row: F/Lt JTyrell - ?- W/Cdr. D Calhoughn - F/Lt A Thomson
- F/Lt M Burroughs - F/O P Shaw- F/O A Burgoyne

There are some members of this course not identified. If you can supply
even one name, please contact one of the people listed on page 3. T¢ tho
members who are on the net, there will soon be photos of about 15 cpursg

photos available on the AWM Photographic database.

o7
0]

174

December 2001 . The Whisperer



ANNUAL TROPHY PRESENTATION AT RAAF
AMBERLEY

A final reminder: the day starts 0930 hours o
Tuesday 4th December, cost $13.95 each for morning
tea and lunch.

=)

7 BILLBOARD

If you intend to come please RSP before MondIy
e

) o ) 3rd December. Bookings so far indicate this will be o
* Patron Raymond Smith and his wife Judith havest oy |argest get togethers for some time.

moved into a retirement village on the Gold Coast. Ray
tells me Judith is not very well, and he himself ig
battling on. Our best wishes goes to both of you. A Merry Christmas and a

« 31 Squadron fitter, George Clough, moved intg] Happy New Year to all, may the New
Trinder Retirement Village some months ago. Stajj Year bring you happiness and joy.
Curran and | visited him recently and found him in goo(
spirits. Had an enjoyable visit. He has himself prett
well set up, with a large Tele, Video, and DVD, with

great supply of movie disks. Keep going well Georgd. VALE
* Associate member Steve Kemp put his hand in _
a place where it should not have been. Steve is a butcher CECIL CORBETT , better
by trade, and was busy using a special machine fpr known to his 22 Squadron mate
tenderizing meat. His hand slipped and the fingers as Corb, passed away on 214t
his right hand were caught under the blades of t November 2001, after a length
machine which attempted to make tender meat of thef. iliness. He was almost 88 yea
Steve stopped the machine quickly, and he and thhe of age, his birthday was a wee
machine were taken to hospital, where surgeor]s or so away. Corb was a fittef
sepaated Steve and the machine. welder in the Squadron, ang
 After lengthy surgery the doctors saved all of hi | | served at Morotai. His funera

fingers except the ring finger, which had to bg service was held on Monday 26tf

will soon be driving that utility and back to flying. of Remembrance, at Carbrook
President Ralph attended the servic¢,
A NEW BOOK EOR 31 SOUADRON. representing our Association and 22 Squadrgh.

Our sympathies go to Corb’s wife Daphne argd
family on their sad loss.

27

Ex- Squadron Commander of 31 Squadron \W\CD
Bill Mann has published his memoirs in a bdskarch
and Destroy His book will be of great interest to
ex-members of 31 Squadron, and to all who served COMMITTEE
the Beaufighter Squadrons.

Patron

Copies of the book can be obtained from Hon. Se Raymond Smith 3263 1274
31 Squadron Association, Jack Anderson, for $24.5 President
(inc.postage &GST). Jack’s address is 5 Hudda it
Avenue Normanhurst 2076 (Phone 02 9489 6372). Ralph Ind 5538 5439
V. President

William O’Connor 3286 1067
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

. ; Secretary
The AGM will be held at the home of Presiden Peter White 3287 5488
Ralph on Friday 13th January 2002, at 1100 hours. Email: petwhi@powerup.com.au

It will take the usual form of a barbecue. The ladie
are asked to contact Joan and arrange some sweets
There will be a charge of $10 per person. ]

Committee
Stan Curran 3388 6053
E-mail: currans@powerup.com.au
Please make an effort to be there, as this event _
been one of our most successful. It would b Jack Chamberlain 3848 2184
apprecated if you could get in touch with me if you Les Turnbull 5537 7965
intend to attend.

The Whisperer 2 December 2001



PRESIDENT’S RAAF No 5 OTU
| CORNER Wagga Photos

C ] Some time ago one of our members gave me fiftegn
original 10"X 8" photographs of Beaufighter course

. " " _ _ that were completed at Wagga Wagga.
At the time of writing Peter is in Hospital again but

should be on deck again shortly. On behalf of all of us ~ Recently | gave these photos to The AUStfaliT{
| wish him a speedy recovery. War Memorial for safe keeping. The photos are no

On the 21/10/01 Joan & | attended the Annuali)eing prepared o be put inta the photographi

Commemoration Service of the Canberra—Shropshiroe]c the AWM's internet website. It will be a few weeks

Assoc. At the luncheon | sat next to an Air Cadet Davigefore they will be available to be downloaded.
Windle of 222 Sqdn. AIRTC stationed at The Southport Whilst making arrangements concerning thp
School. David was one of a crew of Cadets under thjhotos | was asked if it would be possible to obta
command their C.O. who were flying a Cessna prop-j&fome names of crews who had completed thdir
seaplane from Canberra to the Solomon Islands t@nvesion courses at Wagga, as this would enhanke
re-enact th_e first Pacific Airmail, which was flown byhe photos on the net. Information such as rank, numbler
the RAAF in 1924. Squadron posted to, awards or whether they wefe
It appears that the support of the Commonwealtivounded or killed in action would be appreciated. Th
Gouvt. for the project had been withdrawn causing theould be a pretty difficult task, and will require goo
Sqdn. to seek financial support from the publienemories from our members.
articularly towards the cost of fuel to complete the . . o . .
ﬁight. In vi){ew of the valuable experience to bl?e gained Starting with this issue of the Whisperer | will

by the Cadets from the venture, | committed ourAssoQ.Ub“Sh_ at least two of these photos and _WOUI
t0 a donation $100. apprecate your help. | have found that the Directop

Mr lan Affleck and his assistant Mr Paul Copping

In return we received 5 replica 1st Day Postaggxtremely co-operative and keen to be helpful.
Covers in each of which is embedded a coin bearing

the RAAF crest. Peter has presented these covers to thel @Sk members to contact me, the director Mr Ign
C.0. of 219 Sqdn. AIRTC for him to distribute amongAffleck, or Mr Paul Coping with any names of
his Cadets as he sees fit. information they can give.This can be done by lettg
Hone or e-mail as under:

™

-

The C.O. has assured us that the covers will be usB
to good effect amongst those who assist us on Anzac AWM Photographic Database:

Day etc. Mr | Affleck Phone 02 6243 4211
Stan Curran, Peter & | attended the RAAF Memorial o

Service at the St. Lucia R.C.Church conducted by W/C E-mail  ian.afleck@awm.go\au

Paul Goodland, RAAF Chaplain. Later, as usual, we

were served with copious quantities of sandwiches at

morning tea.

On the 22/11/01 | had the pleasure of being invited EMail  paul.copping@awm.goau
to our Patron Ray Smith’s home to witness the Mail address
presemation to him of a framed photograph of the i i
Amberley Wall of Remembrance by W/C Rob Lawson ~ Australian War Memorial

and W/C Paul Goodland. Peter was unable to attend, GPO Box 345
being in hospital. CANBERRA ACT 2601

Mr P Copping Phone 02 6243 4211

The presentation was to honour Ray’s great PETER WHITE
contribution to the concept of the Wall initially and his
dogged pursuit of the matter culminating in the
eredion of the Wall.

Congratulations Ray, on your quiet but very
impressive achievement.

Don't forget the AGM & BBQ will be held at 13
Inga Ave, Bundall on Friday 18th January at 11am. Joan
and | look forward to seeing you all again.

Regards

RALPH
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Continued from June 2001 Edition Stan’s Page

Per Ardua Ad Astra

THE RECOVERY PARTY The white men camped at th

. blowhole 36 hours while the|

ar-trh\?vs:;r?[g%\,\:aergtet?r(\)/\rﬁve Hill where the reCOVENtockmen took the horses back
party b ' the billabong for water.

The ground party consisted of Eaton, Douglas, and

Mr Moray a supervisor from Wave Hill, three aboriginal

stockmen and 26 horses to carry supplies.

Moray burnt off a patch of grass to make the canjp
more visible from the air.

The only way the ground party could send a detail¢d

. ) . essage to the aircraft was by rigging a weighted cqrd
white men went ahead in the tourer with the stockm tween two poles. It was a known method for pilots fo

and_ horses following. A system of signals had be_e&Ck up messages with the tail skid. They pointed ofit

de\_/lsed to send messages from the ground to t_he ainnk poles to the pilot. Ryan flew too low on the fir

their progress. The DH 9As was to drop food an®Bep  5itempt and hit the ground with his tail skid. Seei

to the ground party. how dangerous it was Eaton waved him off still he tri
They set out on 24 April and made good progress &gain and was successful, of course Ryan had to Ignd

a water hole Junjiminji where they had agreed to mebgck at Wave Hill to read the message.

Moray made his 1927 Buick tourer available, th(;n

the stockmen. Sambo and Daylight returned with the horses arjd
The party then travelled to-gether another 16 k,ﬁgported thgt_their mate was delighted to see them afger
before making camp. his lonely vigil.

It was obvious the Buick wasn’t going much further Next morning Sambo remained at the b|0Wh0:I3
er

due to a hole in the radiator, two flat tyres and th@hile the other men and a few horses made anot
terrain getting rougher. attempt to locate the Kookaburra.

signalled to where the nearest water was, the grouf#t the direction for thfm and dropped a messape
party signalled for him to bring back a soldering ironS2Ying they were only 1-% miles from the Kookaburrg.

The temporary repair to the car soon failed so they They buried Hitchcock where he lay. The aboriging
decided to abandon the car and proceed with the horse@®ckman Daylight tracked Anderson he said he h&d
lgalked in a half circle then crawled and was very sicIk

The aborigines located water so they made camp. , . )

They left the car in the care of one of the stockme efore h_e died. They buried Anderson and marked ffis
Strange thing to do | don't think anyone would steal i9rav€ With a rough pole cut from the scrub.
The other two stockmen Sambo and Daylight guided Anderson had started a diary on the fabric coverijg
the party. The stockmen amazed the white men théye rudder ,he wrote:

o e T et wer® M5! DiAR 101412 o420 Force ancehere 235
10 th April 1929 thru push-rod loosening No 2 cylind

canny. cutting out (as at Algebuckina SA on 9/4/29 but te
The greatest concern was water for the horsegorarily fixed K.V.A.) exhaust valve and 25% h.p
although Moray said the horses could go 50 houfSleared bit of a runway here which turned out jugt
without water. insufficient or engine coincidentally lost power. Sinc
11/4/29 all efforts of course came next to nil, thru havi
water to drink, except solutions of urine (with oil
etrol, methylate ( spirits) from compass) directed dn
Btaining sufficient power from engine to permi
successful take-off, No take-off able to be attemptdd
since 11/4/29 due increased debility from thirst, hegt,
Next morning they forged ahead but were unable fiies and dust. Left Stuart (Alice Springs) 7.15 am locl
locate the aircraft. The horses were very thirsty. Theyme and followed telegraph line for 100 miles whic
were forced to backtrack they were nearly back at theas intention. Cut off then direct for point betwee
blowhole when Ryan appeared. Wave Hill and Ord River Downs. On a/c cross wind
and inaccurate compass and having only sun fpr
idance as large map showed featureless de
termined to above or nor’rard of course which a
sure have done. As was in the air 7 hours and am. Prgtty

Soon an aircraft appeared and signalled that the bl
hole their first objective was only 3 kilometres ahea
They reached it and pressed on another 8 kilometr
where they knew their goal was only another 2imdtres
further.

Ryan was unaware that the party had nearly reach
the aircraft and backtracked he couldn’t understand w
they were not pressing ahead.
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confidant had “duckpond” on my starboard. | figureGovernment Resident at Newcastle Waters wtjo

position now to be ...... volunteered as cook and four aboriginal guides.

Note: “duckpond” is a large saltpan marked on the Going direct from Newcastle Waters meant that thdy
map. had to plot a new course. After five days of heawy

) oing through dense scrub they crossed horse tradks.
They had been to keen take-off the Kookaburra b% e aboriginals picked them up but the white men

time became critical the horses needed water. Leavm@uldn’t see them. They lost a lot of time and distande

the site at 5.30 PM they asked Daylight to lead the par lowi tracks. After eight d the aboriginek
through the night. They were amazed when he led the#howmg wrong tracks. Alter eight days the abonginep
o were riding on top of the truck sighted th¢

on a direct course to the blowhole it was uncanm\(,(vookaburra
Continuing on they reached the billabong just before '
lunch. The Thornycroft had been steadily chugging alon
a low gear all the time. The petrol supplies werg

arting to be ofome concern.

rQ

The horses had been 52 hours without water ar}
had covered 144 kilometres. It is obvious why the partf'/
were unable to spend more time trying to take off the The bodies were exhumed and put in lead linqd
Kookaburra. Daylight continued his amazingcoffins, which they had brought from Adelaide. Th
navigdion by leading them direct to the Buick. aborigines hadn’'t been told the reason for t
e|s:f\lxpedtion, when they saw the bodies come out of t
dground they were horrified and were about to flee tHe
scene and go bush. Constable Murray had to threajen
them with his pistol to contain them.

RECOVERING THE BODIES Sufficient petrol for the return trip was solved by

After the bodies were found the responsibility ofdraining 140 litres from the airc_raft. The return tg
the bodies passed over to The Minister for Honfaizg  ewcastle Waters was much easier as they were aple

and Territories Mr Abbott. to return on a blazed trail.

The radiator was repaired and the white men w
back to Wave Hill in the Buick. The stockmen followe
with the horses.

14

Abbott chartered the Canberra piloted by Les HOIdeRo:)tk;u?gl\?v\;zdségr?tu:;i?tlggs the last time thg

they flew over the crash site. The Prime Ministeridied
that the Commonwealth would reclaim the bodies. There was an inquiry after the event. Two Nationgl

heroes had perished in the most awful circumstances.

When the announcement was made MrJ.O.Johnsc,me affair had cost heaps of money donated by the

director of Thornycroft A_u_stralla_ made a deC|S|_o_n whic ublic who wanted some answers. The Government hjad
would prove to be a brilliant piece of advertising. H

i ade a large contribution and the RAAF had lost two
offered to make available to the Government a brang 9A aircraft.

new A3 Thornycroft truck. The only condition was that _ o
the Government would pay the expenses of the South During the inquiry there were some very heatefd

Australian representative and a driver/mechanic. ~ arguments Kingsford-Smith was very scathing abojt
the innuendos from the newspapers which stirred up o

The truck was unique especially for that time. It haghych anger . The outcome was that all the aircrdw
a four wheel drive gearbox, twin rear axles, six wheelgere exonerated.

and a special low gear range for difficult terrain. Of
course people travelled for miles to see such a novel'%.O

[92)

It was in 1961 that Vern O’Brien a surveyor wa
rking south of Wave Hill cattle station and accidén
The truck went to Alice Springs on a special flat topliscovered the Kookaburra. He removed the instrume[n

railway carriage. Then overland to Newcastle Watersganel and engine data plate then photographed the
suppose that there was a rough track there followingmains of the aircraft, the elements had been unkipd
the overland telegraph line. over the 40 years or more.

The Commonwealth had appointed Constable It was customary at RAAF Darwin Officer's Mess
Murray to be expedition leader he joined the party 40 enjoy a happy hour on Friday evenings. | don’t knogv
Alice Springs in his model T Ford. It says a lot for modeWhen it first started but | expect it still goes on. An
T Fords it followed in the tracks of the Thornycroft allopen invitation is extended to all the dignataries ¢f
the way. Darwin.

The original plan was to go to the crash site via Wave Possibly it was at one of those occasions in 1912
Hill but it was realised at Newcastle Waters that a direépat the Administrator suggested to the Officey

route from there would cut off considerable distanceC0mmanding that as the Kookaburra was so
historically important that it would be nice if the RAAF

They left Newcastle Waters the party consisted qipuld organise a small exercise and recover it.
Frank Nottle Thornycroft SA representative, Les Mills

driver/mechanic, William Berg writer/photographer,
Constable George Murray, Stan Cawood son of the TO BE CONTINUED

The suggestion was received with great enthusiasm.
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From Harry’s Memorabilia

As we know that old warrior Boston “Jessica” which
the Japs, and “Young” Harry Rowell did their very bes
to send to a watery grave just south of Gasmata in Ne
Britain, now fully restored stands in all her glory at the
RAAF Museum at Point Cook. Recently Harry’s wife
Sylvia, found an original record of this scary incident
and he was good enough to let me have a copy. T
picture quite clearly shows what the Japs and Hari
did to this magnificent aeroplane. | wonder what Harr,
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is smiling about? Jessica is surely badly bent. It mu]
have been a real hairy trip back over the Solomon s
after getting a hammering from the Japs at Gasmatal
the safety ofGoodenough Island.

It appears that this photo, an official Americar]
Signal Corps photo,was sent to the dear old USA, a
appeared in a newspaper in Washington D.C., becal
of the name similarity.

The letter (shown) from the American Army
Corporal, Harry Rowell, to our Harry Rowell is pretty
self explanatory. What is that American saying “thq
mails must get through”.It looks that is true enough
regardless of the huge distances they may travel. | ho
the West Aust papers did the right thing and publishe
this much travelled photo.

The topless figure greeting Harry is his Commandin
Officer at that time, WCDR Charlie Learmonth DFC
and Bar. | wonder if such a state of dress, would 4
appreciated in another well known 22 Squadro
Commander?

Jessica’s partner in restoration at RAAF Amberle
“Hel'n Pelican”, still sits in a corner of a hanger at
RAAF Amberley. A great example of the restoratior]
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work done there. It seems unlikely to be sent to its
designated area, after being officially handed over thre *
years ago. Itis time that the original destination, whic
is most unlikely to take delivery of this WWII icon, be
changed and the aircraft displayed where it will tak
it's honoured place. | hear from the Warrant Officel
who put such a fine effort in the work, that there i !
hope that a Museum proposed and supported by t !
Ipswich City Council will make efforts to have the
Boston renain close to RAAF Amberley.

U.S. BOSTON “STEAK & EGGS’
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Shut down procedure as A Trye Story
pel’ PO Pl’une. Generally when

George gets to his

I was a junior feet after sitting in
instructor at the one position for a
Aero Club, which, half an hour or more,
like other civil fly-  he loosens up his
ing schools was arthritic knees by
engaged in the standing on one foot,
training of intakes and drawing the knee
for the Empire Air of the other leg up |
Training Scheme, towards his chest, as

in late 1939. far as possible sev-|
It was a clup €ral times. He then ‘|
; oy
rule that if any stu- "€P€ats t_he exercise b il
y by standing on the W ”l | lu

dents were flyin Bl R
ying other foot. — —

solo, an instructor Sqn/Ldr George Robertson D.F.C.
was to remain on Early in July

Sqn/Ldr Arthur Thomson D.E.C. duty till the Iast_one 2001, after_a drive of over an hour from n_orth of_Aramec

was home. Being a to Barcaldine, George alighted from his vehicle and
new boy, | was to remain that evening, while mybegan his knee exercise. An elderly gentleman starjd-
seniors left for the pub. ing besides his NSW registered camping vehicle nearipy,
q%nvd having withessed George’s antics, commented]to

It was getting late, and all the aircraft except on " " > ) ;
had been pgt in tgrlme hanger, the doors were Ie?t widaeorae Arthritis problems?” To this George replie

open awaiting this last one. | was inside the office, an orrlsgf?enne %ﬁ%rt?hizcgjrasr; tﬁ;?g&f{:‘;g%g}eﬁs
was pleased to hear the familiar sound of a Gipsg] P y

' . entleman then made a further comment to whi
engine on the tarmac in front of the hanger-at last. . X ,
9 9 George, complete with hearing aids, asked “ What sqrt

When shutting down the drill was to switch off of manure, cow manure, horse manure or elephant
magnetos, then throttle wide open without delaynure?
before the engine comes to rest. This ensures a weak
mixture, and prevents “running on” of a hot engine.

Ashley, one of George’s sons-in-law, having also jut
alighted from the vehicle, gave George a quizzical logk
| was alarmed to hear a characteristic back firehat seemed to say, “I think the old boy has flipped h|s
caused by a throttle being roughly advanced, then a fuiti”. The elderly NSW gentleman then remarked, “I sai
throttle roar, plus some shouting and thumping noisegour knees are older than you are”. “Oh” said Georg
On entering the hanger, by the side door, | saw thstill complete with his hearing aids, “I thought you sai
aircraft had ploughed into the hanger, it's propelleyou need to roll in manure”.
reduced to the hub. The first aircraft that it had rammed
was badly damaged, several others behind and arounﬁjl
were made un-serviceable. w

All of which proves that George’s mother was righ

en she remarked to him, “You cannot believ
anything you hear, and only half of what you see”.

The only other employee present was an aircraft . . .

mechanic awaiting the aircraft to manually “walk” it George left Barcaldine, a disappointed mar|.

. g ._Having spent hundreds of dollars over the years ¢n
into the hanger, with my help. He had made a Va"a%i\successful cures for his arthritic knees, he thought

1%

effort to stop the runaway on the tarmac apron and w
P y P fa few moments he had found a cheap sure cure for

standing speechless inside, gazing at the damage, ) X
the nOV\? siFent aircraft. The Igst th?ng we wanteo?wa IS knee problem. But then if cure required elephapt
Manure it might not have been cheap.

prying outsiders, so we quickly closed the hanger door
and mutually agreed to immediately head off home. As a last resort perhaps George could get a job i} a
After all, we had complied with the requirement to seeircus with the elephants.

' — ?
the last aircraft put away—had we not~ GEORGE ROBERTSON.

5 m_. e i 2 " i

To those who remember: yes, the shut dow
procedure slightly modified:- “First turn off the fuel
supply, when the engine starts to die, then the Switd *
Throttle bit": this looks after a faulty mag. Switch, ang
those that get the Switch/Throttle bit out of sequenc

ARTHUR THOMSON.
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NOMINAL ROLL 2001

Atkinson LAC W 9 Amy Street Donnybrook 4510 5498 8156
Beadle LACF 11 Tuggerah Street North Booval 4304 3281 3928
Brassil J 56 Anniversary Drive Terrigal 3260 (02) 4384 5957
Campbell Cpl C 22 Wanmgawallen Road Eagle Heights 5546 1980
Cassidy F/LT F 1/64 Boundary Road Mortdale 2223 (02) 9580 2944
Castle J 41/7 Watlands Esplanade Runaway Bay 4216 7552 8699
Chamberlain F/LT J | 120 Dudley Street Annerley 4103 3848 2184
Clark Mrs M 92/42 92/42 Ridely Street Bridgeman Downs 4103 [3263 5412
Close F/LT G 7 Chaley Street Aspley 4034 3253 5387
Clark LACK 18/180 Middle Street Cleveland 4163 3286 7696
Clough G Trinder Home 10 Laurel Sttreet Woodridge 4114 32088357
Coleman F/Lt E 190 Kirkwood Road West Tweed Heads Sth 2486 [ 5524 9379
Collins F/O R 4/71 Chatswood Greenslopes 4120 3394 2005
Corbett LAC C 2 Bellbird Street Wellington Point 4160 3107 3398
Creedy F/ILTK 84 Richnond Street Gordon Park 4031 3857 2875
Curran S/LDR S 6 Caloola Drive Springwood 4127 3388 6053
Cutler F/LT S 14 Turner Street Ipswich 4305 3281 5145
Donnelly W/O A PO Box 5 Graceville East 4075 3892 4848
Dunlop F/LT N 8 Ermina Court Carindale 4152 3398 9238

MR Ellis Green Island Avenue Mt Martha 3934 03 |5977 1818
English OBE A 33/9 Salford Street Victoria Point 4165 3207 7424
Fanning F/.OL 2 Burkitt Street Bundaberg 4670 4152 4522
Farquhar J 65 Longeauval Street Mooraka Heights 4108 3848 2575
Hall F/O GR 403 Levitt Road Ferny Grove 4055 3351 4052
Hamilton Mrs B 2 Hamersley Circuit Alexander Hills 4161 3824 1126
Hamilton F/O J 135 Victoria Street Mackay 4740 4955 1313
Hayes F/OJ 8 White Street Gladstone 4680 4972 2560
Heselwood Mrs M Edgewater Village David Low Way Bli Bli 4560 5450 2560
Hill LAC A 39 Stewart Street Bundaberg 4670 4152 0637
Houston WO F G 17 Plover Street Slade Point Mackay 4740 4955 1313
Hunt F/LT GR PO Box 123 Tweed Heads 2485 , 5536 6767
Hutchinson F.SGT R |61 Alpha Road Greystaines 2145 (02) 9896 6891
Inches CPL R 757 Ruthven Street Toowoomba 4350 4536 5947
Ind F/LT R MID 13 Inga Avenue Bundall 4217 5538 5438
Jacobi F/OJ 27 Tilquin Street The Gap 4061 3876 1413
Jensen Cpl C' | MS 963 Langbecker Road Bundaberg 4670 4159 7240
Kemp S 9 Acacia Street Thornlands 4164 3286 2511
Johnson F/O G 8 Middle Street Cleveland 4163 38213574
King LACF 2 Megan Street Tweed Heads 2486 5524 3637
King F/LT C 127 Brittania Avenue Morningside 4170 3399 3540
Lawson LAC R 2186Wynnum Road Wynnum 4178 3396 4580
Loveband W/OJL PO Box 494 Batemans Bay 2538 (02) 4471 3853
Lyons W/O D 318 Beaconsfield Terrace Brighton 4017 3269 1331
Masson LAC W Wilderness Yuleba 4427 4624 4034
Masterson F/O W 4/5 McKean Road Scarness 4655 4124 4034
McClymont Mrs S “Palmalmal” 151 North Creek Rd Lennox Hd 2478 [(02) 6687 7304
McMinn SGT V 4 Kurrawa Avenue Mermaid Waters 4218 5572 2805
Meers C PO Box 117 Mapleton 4580 5445 7565
Merrotsy SGT J 17 Murphy’s Road Kingscliffe 2487 (02)6574 2830
Miller F/O A 21 Whitesands Place Batehaven 2536 (02) 4471 1187
Morgan LACH 119 Madsen Street Grovely 4054 3356 6596
Nicholson F/LT K RAAF Estate Baltimore Parade Merriwa 6089 (08) 0311 4470
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Nixon Mrs B “Phiara” Rollestone 4702 4984 3163
O’Connor W/O W 25 Coburg Street Cleveland 4163 3286 1067
Pearson DFCS/LD V | 388 Swann Road St. Lucia 4067 3870 8271
Quinn F/SGT K PO Box 499 Perth 6001 (08) 9354 1343
Robertson DFC F/L G | 189 Quarry L.ane Rockhampton 4709 : 4921 2171
Ross F/LT G 16 Novar Court Robina 4226 5562 0202
Rowell F/LT H 10 Duncraig Road Applecross 6153 (08) 9364 7656
Sheridan F/SGT J 3/35 Tourist Road Toowoomba 4350 4659 5560
Smith S/LDR C 43 Julliette Street Annerley 4103 5534 3949
Smith G/CAPT R Earle Haven Resort 62 Lawrence Dr. Nerang 4211 | 5527 3461
Snell R 50 McLean Street Gulliver 4812 4779 5042
Thomson DFC S/L A |323 Myers Road Merricks North 3926 (03) 5989 7219
Triton MID S/LDR N | 1442 Yabba Street Ascot 4007 3262 5965
Turnbull F/LT L 40/7 Oatlands Esplanade Runaway Bay 4216 5537 7965
Wardlaw Mrs E 30 Currimundi Road Caloundra 4551 5493 4374
Wells Mrs K 13 Considine Street Rockhampton 4700 4922 6260
G/Cpt V Addison 15 Ferdinand Avenue Campbell ACT 2602 02 | 32862511
Whish-Wilson C 60 Debra Street Toowoomba 4350 4635 7634
White MID P J 9 Sccott Street Beenleigh 4207 3287 5488
Wicks Miss B 1/40 Ian Avenue Hervey Bay 4655 4194 0149
Williams R 7 Torres Street Kirwan 4817 4125 8128
Reez S/Ldr V GPO Box 1300 Caboolture 4570 5495 5906
MR C Miles 29 Pilbi Street Woodridge 4114

F/it G DRURY 5 Primrose Place Sandy Bay 7005

F/O I Gordon 97 Shenton Road Swanborne 6010

Mr T Rye 61 Sussex Road Acacia Ridge 4110

Mr D Tanner 8 Majorca Place Slacks Creek 4127

Mr D McMillan 42 Vergulde Road Browns Plains 4118

ANy errors or omissions - please advise the Setary

219 (AIRTC) SQUADRON FORMAL DINING IN NIGHT

President Ralph and membavsre invited by the time the Police Pipe Band could be persuaded fo
Squadron Commanding Officer, F/Lt (AIRTC) Bobprovide a piper. The function was conducted in a vely
Haiduczok to this formal function, which was held orhappy atmosphere, with representatives from magy
Saturday 8 April 2001, at the Jim O’Sullivanorganizations and lots of parents present.
recredion room at the Queensland Police Services

Academy Oxley.. Appropriate speeches were made by, S/Ldr Barfy

Lorrigan, Staff Officer Ground Training, from 2 Wing
It was good to see quite a number of our membe(AIRTC), F/Lt Bob Haiduczok (AIRTC) 219 Squadron]

had responded to the invitation.The night was conduct€bmmander, F/Lt Ralph Ind for our Association.

in 8 most suitable manner, introducing the young men - .o that joint participation of the Squadron andg

a_md women of the Squadron to one of the fme tradfhe Association in functions like this, our earlie

tions of RAAF Service.The Colour Party carried Oqumbined visit and barbecue at Archerfield. anh

the introduction of the colours with skill and precisionAnnual Memorial Parades are of mutual benefit1

| felt that the absence of a Piper to lead them in, made

the task a little more difficult for them. Perhaps next PETER WHITE
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COURSE No 4 - WAGGA WAGGA

If you can help with any names and information please contact AWM Photographic Databasg
as per page 3.

Beaufighter Night Fighters over Germany

The moon was high and the night beautifully cleaMVe droned slowly over the North Sea and below uq |
when at about 1115 hours we heard the rumbling abuld see the moon shimmering on the unfriendly
many aero engines passing over. We could faintly makeaters. Thirty minutes later the faint outline of the Dutch
out ten Lancasters or Halifaxes a few thousand feet iglands at the mouth of the Scheldt river hove into vieyv.
and still climbing on their easterly course toward$Ve were bang on course. As usual Stick’s navigatign
Germany’s arsenal, the Ruhr. Hundreds more of thesas perfect.
machines loaded with destruction would meet them over
the North Sea and the stream of aircraft would stretc(ﬂJt
in a seemingly endless line for about 100 miles. Those, |
who straggled off to one side, because of fault
navigation would be easy targets for enemy fighters

The countryside below us was completely blackdd
although on a night like this it was easy for us
fhd our way. Up ahead | could see the beams of a f¢w
¥earch|ights, but nothing else that looked hostile.
‘we knew that on the ground Lutwaffe defence centrgs
I checked my watch, “OK let's go”. Sticks and Iwere issuing orders to night fighter airfields t
climbed aboard our Beau. Once cleared by the contretranble squadrons of night fighters. At this mome
tower we were to maintain radio silence until ouME110s and Ju88s would be roaring off the landi
return to England. As we climbed, Sticks watched hields throughout Holland Belgium, and Wester
Al(radar), for signs of the masses of bombers that muSermany to meet their hated adversaries, the bombgrs.
be in our vicinity. Soon he told me over the intercon®nly this time, unknown to them, six Beaufighters we
that he had many contacts all around us. We decideditwking in the stream.
level of at 12,000 feet because the information we had
from Bomber Command Headquarters was that t Re
enemy tended to hit the lower flying bombers harde

Sticks was now continually scanning the Serrate apd
Al scopes. “I've got a number of indications of nigljt
ighters, Bob. I'm taking the strongest looking signa}
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Turn starboard 10 degrees and let's see if we can get “Have you anything on the Al yet?”
this one.” We were now flying towards the signals from
a German night fighter’s Al. The technical limitations
of the Serrate gave us no idea how close or how far the It was an eerie feeling, knowing that we were playin
aircraft was until we picked up contact on our A1, bug deadly game of hide and seek with an unseen foe
we could t_eII his r_elative position to us in space. Flak “Bob, | have an A1 contact 2000 yards behind. Hajd
appeared in the distance and the bombers ahead of yisossible port.”

were now under attack “Sorry Bob that signal has )

disappeared, but | have another. Turn port 20 degrees” “Areé you sure it's not one of our bombers?”.
| banked the Beau round to our new course and the “Yes it isn’t. The Serrate and Al signa|s match ug.

aircraft rocked suddenly as we hit the prop wash okeep turning, he’s only about 1,000 yards and 2 eks
another aircraft in front of us. | couldn’t see anything,-[o your port, and a little above. Now ease the turnja
but it probably was one of our own bombers. Againittle, and watch it. You're closing fast, you should sef

after a short chase, no luck. The Serrate signdim in a second. He’s only 600 hundred yards and sl
disapeared, but always there were others indicatingsell over to port”.

the presence of large numbers of enemy night fighters.
It seemed the enemy left their A1 on for only short
periods. In the moonlight | caught the glimpse of arceaft

By now we were approaching the Ruhr and the flal® MY port beam. At that moment he straightened o,
ahead of us was becoming intense as the bombers starkﬂ&?d'ng south at_ 10,000 feet. An Mello. Pfarhaps e
to unload. Fires and explosions could be seen for ma d lost me on his AL At ,400 hundred ya“?' S range
miles away as the town of Oberhusen received mortglpened f|re_, gradually easing off the deflection SO thit
blows. But this wasn't a one sided battle. Off to the?S | rolled in astern of him the dot on my electric gu
right there was a vivid flash in the sky, then a flaming'Sight was centered on his fuselage. Explosions appegyed

comet streaked earthwards. | noted pusition all over the Me. Burning brightly he dived steepl
and cursed. It was probably one of our bemsh towards the earth. By now Sticks had his head out pf
“Keep a good check on the equipment, Sticks. Ther@'s “office” and was shouting encouragement as lje

are plenty of Huns about”. Up ahead there was anoth¥2tched our enemy crash in a mighty flash of flamg.

fire in the sky, gradually sinking slower and slower to! IS Was no time to relax. “Keep a look out on your sef,

crash in a sheet of flame, marking the grave of anothgfmks' There are IOt_S of the blighters about.” Checkirlg
aircraft. Things were getting hot. the position of our fight, |1 noted that the Mel110 hajl

crashed on the north east shore of the Zuider Zee.

We were close to the flaming ruins of Oberhausen ,
and the sky above us was filled with bursting anti Ving Commander Bob Braham DSO DFC AFC CD.

aircraft shells and the flares released by th®
Pathfinders to show the main force where the bombs i ’

should be dropped. There were so many bombers over The PIIOt S ToaSt
the city that the German gunners couldn’t hope to aim Here’s to me in my sober mood

at individual aircraft. They threw up a curtain of steel  As | ponder sit and think.

in the hope of driving off their tormentors. It was in
vain. The attack continued.

“No, but keep turning”

O

1

“I've got him, I've got him,” | yelled excitedly.

-

And here’s to me in my drunken mood
_ . As | gamble, sin and drink’
By now the Ieadlng bombers were turning a\fvam_ _ When my flying days are over
the target, and setting course for home. So skirting s
the flaming city, we headed back among their tracks. 2nd from this world | pass.
So far, | had seen only flaming glimpses of dark shadows | hope they bury me upside down
as we turned close to one of our bombers, although So the world can kiss my ass.
we flew through the prop wash of many as we criss
crossed the stream in what seemed a fruitless search LOOK AT ME I'M FLYING
for the many German fighters.
A young freshly minted lieutenant was sent {o

Then there was excitement in Stick’s voice as he . . o
Bosnia, as part of the Peace Keeping Mission.

called “Bob, I've got another signal, turn gently to port.”
As | maneuvered the Beau | counted three otheradir During a briefing on land mines, the Captain ask
on fire in the air within the range of my vision. | knew for questions’ The Lieutenant raised his hand and asked
our bombers rarely shot down a German night fighter,If we happen to stand on a mine Sir, what do we dq?”
so | could only assume the enemy was exacting venge-
ance for the raid.

9%
o

The normal procedure Lieutenant is to jump 200 fget
into the air and scatter oneself over a wide area.
“Bob, | think this one is behind us, the signal is strong”
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Beaufughter’s Triumph

Destroyed Bomber; Defied Zeros

For Publication not before 22nd October 1943. anchored in

Wide Bay,

MORNING PRESS RELEASE W'_tlh'” f'f‘yf .
. miles (0] A
II\DAepl)srtment of Air Rabaul. Th g_:;
elbourne barge bursf |
22.10.43_. into flames anq k2" B
Directorate of the coumn of i
Public Relations black smokée _ —

from it's petrol cargo attracted four Zeros which wer|
Bulletin No. 2826. escorting two bombers.

Within three days, Flight Lieutenant Arthur ~ “The first  two of the Zeros peeled off and cam
Thomson. of Gladstone S.A., and his Observer Flyingtraight down on us”.said White. “One of them ma
Officer Peter White, of Bardon Brisbane, havdhree passes and in his first burst tore away about a fpot
encourered Japanese aircraft from different viewef the port aileron,.two feet of the port wingtip, an
points, they have “dished it out” and they taken it. ©oPened up the main port furl tank

They are members of a famous Beaufighter He came in again, | watched him drawing closey.
Squadon, (No 30 RAAF). A few days ago they sharedl hen he fired. Canon shells tore through our tail inf
in the shooting down of an enemy bomber in flamedny compartment, which was filled with smoke an

Two days later they were chased and hit by Zeros. flying fragments. Shrapnel tore my trousers, ard
punctured my “Mae West, leaving two bullets

Some days ago Thomson and White were out Ongyhegied in the kapok of the “Mae West. Some shelfs
barge sweep along the coast of New Britain in comparyhssed between my legs, shattering the footrest, bt |
with another Beaufighter when they encountered gag ynhurt. Arthur was flying magnificently, skidding
Japanese medium bomber, Pilot Officer Edward Marrofin g tyming as the tracer went whizzing past us.The Zdro
whose observer was SGT.C.V. (Bunny) Gollan Corakjyade another pass, then his partner gave us fan
N.S.W., also sighted the bomber. ineffectual burst, but by that time Arthur had the Beals

Here Marron tells the storyof how the bomber wenflat out and we managed to draw away”.
down in flames-the first confirmed “kill" in the air for  «after Peter warned me , the first thing | noticed

the Squadron, though they have destroyed or damaggds tracers flying past, said shy , modest Arth\E

\1%

nearly 50 on the ground. Thomson. “I remember thinking somebody’s shootin
“We both saw him at the same time, and attacke@nd it's not me.”Peter was magnificent. On the interco
from each side,” said Marron. “He started to takée was telling me: “He’s coming up on the port on the
violent evasive action, and fired on us in a panickfort side, but he’s not firing yet. Hold it. He must b
fashion. He fired when we were well out of range, bugbout ready to fire - now-turn” He sat there, watching
ceased as we closed in. | could see the cannons in the flame and smoke belching from the Zero'sncars
tail turret, puff. Puff. Puff, and determined to silencejuietly giving me a running commentary taking
him. On my second pass | finished off the tail gunngphotographs of the Jap at the same time.”
and Arthur Thomson closed in to 150 yards to fire.

| remembered the Jap bomber | shot down. | ngw

The concentrated fire of the Beaufighter’s fourtthen just how the Jap pilot must have felt when | was
cannons and six machine guns,bored pieces out of higftacking him.The Zeros had caught us at a dip-
flames shot from his petrol tanks and he plunged int@dvanage. For we flying at a comparatively slow Spee;r,

the sea, and exploded as he hit the water.” but once the old Beau began to build up speed, despite

. . e damage we had, she was able to pull away from fhe
“Some of the enemy’s tracer was coming a bit clos in r05.” g P y

said Flying Officer Peter White, (Thomson’s Observer), '_ _
but | had the thrill of my life when | saw the aircraft  In five days Thomson and White had destroyed fogir

explode. It was the first time | had seen an enemiarges, destroyed an enemy bomber, outwitted fdur
aircraft crash; | want to see it again. Zeros, and brought a badly damaged Beaufighter bgdck
Base.

. to
On a Sweep of the south coast of New Britain two .
days later, Thomson and White attacked a barge Authorised by,,,,,,DPR,
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