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With the high-finned tail of a Boston for background, R.A.A.F. pilots at an operational base “up norgh”
enjoy a spot of humour. The lethal-looking objects in front suggest that the enemy would not appreciatg the
joke. These men took part in a heavy raid on Japanese positions over Mubo, New Guinea. The raiding]force
comprised more than 50 aircraft, which dropped 106 tons of bombs in 45 minutes. Immediately Australian
troops surged forward and captured Observatory Hill, an important strategic point. This is just one exampgle of
the co-operation between air and land forces which has reached a huge pitch of efficiency in this theajre of
war. Four states are represented in the group, which reads, left to right: F/O Austin Skinner, of Wonthhggi,
Victoria; F/Lt. Charles Learmonth, of Tyrendarra, Victoria; F/Lt. Claude Sladen, of Camden, N.S.W.; F/O
Dick Feathers, of Perth, W.A.; F/0 Jack McMaster of Hamilton, Queensland; F/Sgt. Alec McKay, of Caulfig¢ld,
Victoria; and F/Lt. Dick Hunt, of Double Bay, N.S.W. The flight-sergeant seems to have told a good on4.




President’s Corner USAF BOSTON MYSTERY SOLVED
Dear Members .r"! ROAHI"' 20'

First the good news: | was
honoured and deeply touched tg Rt
be presented with the framed . -
photos of the “Boston” going in
at a rate of knots after being bit
by ack ack. | am sure none of us
will ever forget the old saying

“There but for the grace of God
go I". Thank you for the very fine gesture, which is
much appreciated.

Now the bad news: | have a very real problem
Anzac Day which | have spoken about at some leng
to Peter. As Senior Vice President of Surfers Paradi

R&SL Sub-Branch, I am normally required to stand in |, January’s “Whisperer’ we published a series §f
for the President at official functions, when he isq, photos, that were found on a rubbish dump ht
unable to he present. Eagle Farm in Brisbane. We asked if anyone cold

Our President has been a vital cog, for the past twi'ed some light on these photos.

years in the ABC broadcasting team giving the Wwe got an immediate response from Vice Presiddnt
commentary for the Brisbane Anzac Day march angill O’Connor, who had a copy of a book titled “The
will again be in assisting in the commentary this antRoarin’ Twenties” written by Russel L Sturzebecker.
future years.

A HESTORY OF THE Mtk BOMBARDMENT GROUP
U, & ARMY MR FORCE » WORLD WAR II

This gentleman was one of two Americans whp

During 1998 and 1999 the Sub-Branch gave mattended the “Roll-Out” of the two restored Bostorngs
dispensation to march in Brisbane with our‘Jessica” and “Hell-N-Pelican”, at RAAF Amberley,
Associdion instead of leading the Surfers Paradis@n 12th September 1996. They were also our guestg at
march and conducting the civic ceremony. However & dinner the Association hosted at The United Servides
am told | am expected to carry out the President’&lub to celebrate the occasion. Quite a number of qur
functions at the march and the civic ceremony. members had the pleasure of meeting them both gnd

_ talking Boston Tales.
As | feel | am letting the B&B team down, |

suggested to Peter that | should resign as President and”t this dinner Vice. Pres. Bill learned from Russe

let some else take over who would be prepared to | urzef)%cker of thedbor:)ktlhe ?tadtjhust) pukblishe:(ij,
the Association in Brisbane in April. However, as a equested a copy, and shortly atter the book arrivyd.

alternative, Peter feels he could arrange for one of og}t“e did 1 know when | published the pictures ir

" January’s “Whisperer” that | had met a guy who no
members to lead our Association on Anzac Day. It ly knew the details of the action, but had includedlit
up to you chaps, how do you feel about the matter? i

you would let Peter Know your wishes ASAP, | would a book. o _

be most grateful. The following is a precis taken from the phot¢

o copies of the relevant pages of the book, that Bill sept,

Whatever your decisions | can assure you of My, response to our request for info. The book is|a

unqualified support, as always, and the continued U$fstory of the 312th Bombardment Group US Army Ai
of our home for the AGM and BBQ, if the Associationggrce World War II.

so desires.

—

The US Bostons were operating from Hollandia &t
| have just received a letter from Air Commodorethe time, and 22, 30, & 31 RAAF Beaufighter an
Peter Growder advising of his retirement. His success@oston Squadrons were operating from Noemfoor apd
Air Commodore Dave Dunlop, takes over asperated against the same targets, Ceram, Bocla, Kokas,
Commander, Strike Reconnaissance Group, RAABNd Utaroy. The target where the “Boston” met its faje
Base Amberley on 6th March 2000. | have respondetias Kokas, on the Bay of Seker, which was gn
on behalf of the Association wishing Peter and his wifémportant supply depot as well as an important barge
Fran, all the best for the future. Peter has certainly beé&play point.

a good friend to us during his term of office. The low level attack was by 12 Bostons from 312
RALPH Group, and on return to base one Boston was missifg.

Continued on page 5
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so badly damaged by ground fire, it was nothing butja
miracle it was flown back to base The same crew fl

A28-3 onthe second mission to Salamaua, and they wqre
shotdown.

MADANG RSL CLUB MADANG

In response to a request made by them f¢r
dondions or memorabilia, because that area was pf
great interest to our Squadrons, we have posted thir a

(7BILLBOARD
Stan Curran special squadron plague. They have gso

SAN REMO MEMORIAL requested photos, so if you have any to spare thesglis
PO Box 914 Madang PNG.

Association member George Robertson has
advised that The San Remo Memorial has now been 23 RAAF SQUADRON

completed. Our congratulations must go to him, for A plaque to the memory of four members of 2§
being able to carry out this project, on his owrsquadron , who were killed in a head-on collision ovgr
initiatives, in spite of the apparent unsurmountabl€jeveland practising fighter tactics, in February 194§
obstacles, that caused our Association to abandon teto be un-veiled at the Cleveland cemetery on 24kh
project last year. The Memorial is to be unveiled anffiarch at 1000 hours. All four were friends of Hon Seq.
dedicated on Anzac Day, 25th Aprll 2000, at 1700 hOUI’Wreaths will be laid by President Ra]ph for ou
Al members will have received an invitation, from theassaciation, Vice President Bill for Redlands RSL, and
President of The San Remo Club to attend this SerVigftan Curran for Logan RAAF. There willbe a low leve
some weeks ago. Arrangements have been made fofidover by two restored Wirraways, from The
wreath from our Association to be laid during thewarplanes Museum at Caboolture, and the Army Bafd
Senice. will be in attendance. The service will be conducted Ry

LEST WE FORGET. Chaplain Wing Commander Paul Goodland from RAA

Base Amberley.
PAINTING 22 SQUAD, BEAU FIGHTER
ANZAC DAY PARADE YEAR 2000
A painting of a 22 Squadron Beaufighter has been

carried out by well known artist Brian Wood, for Eddie ~Asseémbly point will be the same as last year, nepr
Morton, who flew this aircraft, whilst serving with the corner of Charlotte and George Streets. THe
the Squatbn when it was based at Morotai Island. MASS@iation Banner will be in place there, and will bg
Brett Williams of the Military Workshop, at 489 Creek carried by a 20 Flight Colour Party. Assembly time i
Road MtGravatt 4122 has arranged for prints of thi9945 Hours for a 100_0 hours_ start. The Association wjll
paining to be available for sale. He has offered &€ led by Vice President Bill O’Connor. Should yo
generous donation to our funds, in return for membef§auire transport please advise Hon Sec. SAP, so that
of our Association who served with Eddie in thethe necessary bookings can be made Transport will legve
Squadon, to sign the prints. Those who agreed to sigf{om Ellgabeth Street, near the entrance to Mye
the prints are President Ralph Ind, Jack Chamberlaihunch will be aboard the Club Crocodile’s River Queer,
Ron Collins, Bill O’Connor, Ken Creedy and Ron Hall.Which will depart from Eagle Street Wharf at 1211
The prints will be available from The Military Warkop, hours. The cost is $29, for a buffet lunch. Drinks wi
489 Creek Road, Mt Gravatt, 4122 .Telephone (07) 334% cash at the bar.Please wear Medalshaetags.

7986. The RAAF Association will hold a Memorial Sére,
before the March at 0900 hours, at the RAAF
BOSTON MODEL Memorial in Queen’s Gardens.

A 1/48 scale model of Boston A28-7, is nearing

completion by members of the International Plast
Modeller’s Society. This model is encased in a clem
plastic display case, and is a twin of the Beaufight

previously presented to the Association by the Sociely,patron Raymond Smith 3263 1274

which is now displayed at the Warplanes Museum atPresident Ralph Ind 5538 5439

Caboolture. Thisis to be presented to us on 24th Majch . ; ,
and will be displayed alongside Beaufighter A19-137 V. President \WMiliam O'Connor 3286 1067

at the Museum. This Boston was flown by F/LT Bill Secretary  Peter White 3287 5488
Newton VC, with Crew F/SGT John Lyon and SG Committee Stan Curran 3290 2980)
Eastwood, one of the two aircraft flown by thGrew, Jack Chamberlain 3648 2194

in successivenissions against the same target, o
tanks and installi#gons at Salamau. This aircraft was

Les Turnbull 5537 7953
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them the way. It seemed only minutes before the fdel
burnt out, and all was dark again.

STAN'S PAGE

THE DEFENCE OF
UBON, THAILAND

It must have been my first o
second tour to Ubon, because

By this time we had a truck load of “Sharpies” ( Ai
Force slang for technical men who worked on the shgrp
end where the aircraft are.) The sharp end was abput
two miles from the Base Camp. The men work
efficiently and fast to ready the aircraft. All kne
were still billeted in tents. There exactly what to do. The first aircraft was ready but ngt
were two rows of tents, the armed. The pilot was in the cockpit and | was strappifg
officers were at the end of one row and the seniorhim in and telling him it wasn’t armed yet. He said “N
NCOs at the end of the other row. | was in the end tenmatter | am taking off”. | had reservations about hoyv
close to the officer’s end tent/ | suppose it was aboutsensible that was. | that moment | became aware|of
0100 to 0100 hours, early in the morning. When | heardanother person on the wing at my elbow and he wgs
an urgent voice say” All out quick! Come on all out.” saying “Sign this”. My Thought “What the hell”.
A sleepy voice replied “ Get........ ”. Unbecoming lan-

guagefor an officer and a gentleman. First voice Had a flash of anger, there is a time and place

with authoity and ljrgency, ‘it the_C.O. here. We everything, and this was neither. | really told him whe
have an emergency”. The second voice apologetlcallyto go and what to do with his rifle. | contained myseff
“Sorry Sir”. The first voice “There are forty slow

flying aircraft approaching”.

It was the defence Officer issuing me with a rifle.

as the quickest way to get rid of him. Then to add insdit

to injury, he gave me five rounds of ammunition. Fiv
By this time | was dressed and heading for the otherounds. We must be desperately short of ammunitign,

end of the tent line , where the transport pool washe may as well have given me a packet of throw do

located. | was a FLT/SGT and wore two hats, one thefor all the good they would be.

Transport Officer, and the other NCO i/c of the flight

line. When | arnved pool, the SGT driver was filling a armed and took off later. | had a lot of experience with

jerry can of petre| from a 44 gallon drum. The drum this sort of exercise and was pleased with the efficignt

was on it's side on a stand and fitted with a tap. Theway the ground staff had performed. Our aircralt

Sergeant had removed the large side bung to allow aiFeturned without sighting any enemy, They wer
to enter so that the petrol could flow freely. The large )

hol the t ¢ oint of the d | ask d;efuelled and serviced. When all the excitement diqgd
ol was now on the topmost point of the drum. faske down, it was daylight. The all clear was given and
“What are you doing”? He said “I forgot to fill the

. ! ; ) all went back to Base Camp for breakfast.
Commanding Officer’s jeep last night™

The Pilot taxied away. The rest of the aircraft we

When we arrived there the camp was an amazihg
sight. There were slit trenches every where with menjin
them. The guys at Base must have worked really hajd,
even though the soil was fairly sandy. Near the Pi@mns
) ) Pool where we stopped, was the Orderly Sergeant’s t4nt,
saw that he had been using a Hurricane lamp and thﬁ was isolated somewhat. The Orderly Sergeant’s tgnt

naked ﬂume had ignited the fuel. There were no ﬁrehad a telephone, and | suppose it was just far enodgh
extinguishers and the fuel tanker was only ten yards

i away, so as not to disturb anyone.
away, which gave me some concern.

At that moment there was a great whoosh. The
petrol had been ignited. | took in the situation
immediately. The sergeant was OK he had jumped
clear, and was only slightly singed. It was then that |

0 fthe dri ved h | said “Ouick As our truck pulled up, the flaps of the tent partedl
r?e 0 tke rllvers:,irrrllvef. ont escTIne, sal wic and Jim McGowen, the Orderly Sergeant stepped opt.
get the tanker clear. e fire was really getting fierce. i . ¢ o funny sight to see. He just looked around |n

The tanker wouldn’t start. Another driver arrived on disbelief, rubbing his eyes and said. “What's happened'?
the scene , and | ordered “Get the truck and tow thq_|e was the only in camp to sleep through it all

tanker away”. More people were turning up, and in no
time they had the tanker well clear.’ | don't know where ~ Recently | was talking to another member of Loggn
the tow rope came from, but between them they hadCity sub branch, of the Air Force Association. He hgd
done a good job. been at Ubon, sometime later, | told him about the siqw
flying aircraft. He said “Strange, when | was there tHe
Radar picked up some blips like that, and it turned gut
to be migrating geese”.

It was then that | could relax a bit. The petrol would
just burn itself out, but what a sight. The most
spedacular “Flower Pot” | had ever seen. The flames
were torching up from the bung hole and they seemed Fancy, nearly forty years later, I'd bet London to p
to be going forty feet up. | was th|nk|ng if those forty brick that our fOI’ty slow fIyIng aircraft were the samg.
aircraft are going to attack us we are certainly showing  gTaAN CURRAN
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Continued from page 2

No crew member had seen the missing Boston go down,
Lt. Smith’s aircraft had 128 holes, from intense ground
fire, and had a remarkable series of four photographs,
which, when shown in stop action mode, recreated the
tragic crash of one Boston No. 43-9432, which had
caught a direct burst in the underside and on the tail.
Trailing smoke, the Boston turned on its side in a
plungng glide. The right wing caught the impact of
the water, and the plane exploded.

The pilot James L Knarr, from Pennsylvania, was
on his 70th combat mission, and would have been
grounded in a few short weeks, and returned to the
United States. His gunner S/SGT Charles G Reichley
was also from Pennsylvania, was on his 46th combat
mission.

The loss of these two fine men was forever
memorialised, when these photographs were selected
by Higher Authority, and Historians, to exemplify, both
the tragedy of the action and the heroism of the pilot
and his air gunner.

Material by Bill O’Connor.

DON’T FLY WITH
DENGUE FEVER

| flew as Navigator with Vic Tovey, and we had two
mates George and Pete. In early June 1945 we were
flying operations from Tawi Tawi in the Southern
Philippines, against the Japs around Jesselton and
Brunei in North West Borneo, in preparation for the
landings on Labaun Island.

Late one afternoon a very dishevelled Pete, with a
few minor cuts and bruises came to our tent, and said
“I'll never fly with that so and so again, he just pranged
us into the palm trees at the end of the strip.” After a
few days George came to our tent, also with a few
bruises, and a very disconsolate loolhanface. When
we asked him what had actually p@med he told us
he felt a bit crook before taking off, he had done about
five hours over Borneo, and tifierther he went the
worse he felt, but pressed to cplete his mission.

On returning to Tawi he could not be bothered with
anything, he just floated down the strip, could see hg,

NSTRUCTOR'S LAMENT

THE FLYING

What did you do in the war, Daddy
How did you help us to win?

Circuits and bumps and turns, Laddie
And how to get out of a spin.

Woe and alack and misery me,

| trundle around the sky,

And instead of machine gunning Japs,
I’'m teaching young hopefuls to fly.

Thus in my service rewarded,

My years of experience paid,

Never a Jap have | followed right down,
Never gone out on a raid.

They don't even let us go crazy,
We have to be safe and sedate,
So nix on inverted approaches,
They stir up the CFI's hate.

For it's oh! Such a naughty example,
And what will the AOC think?

But we never get posted to fighters,
We just get a spell on the link.

So it's circuits and bumps from morning to noon
And instrument flying till tea,

Hold her off, give her bank, put your undercart dow
You're skidding, you're slipping, that's me.

As soon as you finish one course,

Like a flash, up another one bobs,

And there’s four more to show round the cockpit
And for more to try out the nobs.

But sometimes we read in the paper,

Deeds that old pupils have done.

And we’re proud to have seen their beginnings,
And show them the way to the sun.

So if you find the money, and turn out the planeg
We’'ll give all we know to the men,

Till they clutter the sky with their triumphs,
and burn out the beast from his den.

ANON.

STEAK FOR DINNER

It was reported that the Yanks has brought a Ze
ifer to Morotai, for breeding purposes, and it w

wouldn’t make it, but was so crook he couldn’t bggeap wandering around at the end of the bott
bothered going around again so just ploughed into thgrip Unfortunately for the heifer it disappeared thd
palm trees at the end of the strip. Things were a Qi§ght, and for the first time, on the following day we
strained between George and Pete for a few days IH§d we had a break away from bully beef, do
happily they ended up the bestfoénds, and saw the piscuits, and gold fish, we had steak. No has ev
war out still flying together. | uierstand George admitted that the steak actually came from the Zeb
passed away some years ago, but if you happen to read | can guarantee that we never had a steak on
this Pete, get in touch. menu before or after that.

ALLAN MILLER. ALLAN MILLER.

—
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Artist: Jeff Isaacs i
m The Battle of the Bismarck Sea -

tralian Defence Force Journal
’ 4

THE BATTLE OF THE BISMARK SEA
To the American 5th Air Force and the Royal Australian Air Force
no commendation could be too great. Their outstanding efforts in combat, in supply, and i
transportation over both land and sea constituted the keystone upon which the whole arch df the
campaign was erected. They have set new horizons for the air conduct of war.
Douglas MacArthur
General U.S. Commander - in - chief

CRICKET FREE BEER

lan Johnson was with us at 22 Squadron, and Liberators were being flown from Morotai onlO

somérow Comforts Fund sent us a full set of crickepombing and strafing missions to Balikpapan, prior

gear, so a match was arranged between 30 or 31r8gua dthe landings th_ere. It was QUrlng the Wor_st weather e
. . . . had at Morotai, pouring without stop night and day.
which went off quite well with lan as our Captain.

Ourcamp was some distance from the bomber strip,
Many years later Lindsay Hassett moved tdut amostin line with it. | was sound asleep in our tert
Bateman’s Bay and | had the pleasure to play margpout 0400 hours, which was the normal time for tije

games of golf with him. When we first met he askediberators to take off, and | heard the first of them, gn
me if | was a relation of Keith Miller’s, which | am it's take-off run. Everything sounded normal as it drongd

h

not. However | told him that at one time | had playedOWn the strip, but it seemed to take a lot of timg,
with lan Johnson’s team, to which he seemed a piking off. Suddenly the pitch of the motors changgd

puzzled. A few day’s later Lindsay saw me again "Heyand then_there was one heII_ of an explosion. Later]in
Miller I've looked up all the records and | can't seefhe morning we borrowed a jeep and found at the epd

. , , .~ of the bomber strip one large hole. We were warngd
where you played in lan Johnson’s team”. | said it

) ) fhat the American Liberator was carrying thousands pf
probably not in the records, as this match was playet,cas of “contaminated” beer to be dumpdd

at Morotai. Lindsay’s remarks were “You bastardsomavhere and under no circumstances was it safefto
Miller”. Apart from his expertise at golf, Lindsay was dgrink. Fortunately | am now 77 years old, and althoudh
one of the best bream fishermen on the Clyde Rivele beer did have a ‘tinny’ taste it was better than the
and had many friends at Bateman'’s Bay. beer we were not getting at the time.

ALLAN MILLER. ALLAN MILLER
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A 31 SQUADRON SHIPPING STRIKE

A19-156 was one of eight Beaufighters that When a Catalina of 43 Squadron arrived short
departed Drysdale Strip at 1100 hours on 5th April 194%efore 1800 hours, the crew commenced to walk to t
and set course to Semau Island on a shipping strikerendezvous with the Catalina, about one mile from t

e
e
A camouflaged 160 foot oil tanker was sighted b eaufighter, over rough coral, which broke and enterg¢d
e

the crew and the strike leader alerted. A19-176 Leadtl° " poots. They ?ISO carried and towed the thr
and A19-156 attacked the tanker in Pelican Bay, al nghle_s. On reaching the edge of the coral after_ 18P0
destroyed it, but on pulling away from the targe ours, it was now dark and the crew unknowingl|

A19-156 was caught in an area of light intense ZOmIWaIKEd off the edge, and lost part of their booty. Th

ack ack fire and hit on the starboard engine, whichVam out to the Catalina and were bundled into t €
ircraft through the nose turret and as the Catalipa

failed almost immediately. On setting course away fro% tain did not t 1o risk his aircraft on th Ui
the island, the aircraft was lightened by firing off all aptain did hot want to risk nis aircrait on the corat|
Ihe dark, so the dinghies were knifed, the only iten]s

the cannon and machine gun ammunition. Whilst stil | q th dt oraft cl
at low level and flying on the port engine, the port fuet@Vaged WETe the Nose camera and two aircrat clocs.

oil pressure light came on the motor coughed and lost A19-156 was set on fire by the top cover aircraf,

power, although the inner tank had been selected aadd destroyed. On Tuesday 3rd December 1968, HMAS
contained 170 gallons of fuel. The fuel pressure liglidvance left Darwin for Ashmore Reef and Cartief
went out, when cross feed to the starboard tank wésdand. On 7th December the crew landed on Wgst
employed. A later attempt to feed from the port tanKartier Island and commenced to remove the propelfer
was unsuccessful. After firing off all the ammunitionas requested by Mr Sam Boulder MP, Member for tle
some petrol was jettisoned, as with the feed from theorthern Territory, on behalf of the Alice Springs Subt
port tank unserviceable there was insufficient fuel tBranch of the RSS&AILA.
attempt to reach the mainland.

The propeller was re-furbished by Connellah

Airways in Darwin, and is mounted outside the RSL
-ﬁl’ . Club. A plagque inside the Club is inscribed in part:
“To airmen - the airscrew on the Memoaorial outsid

was taken from a Beaufighter aircraft, which landed |
Alice Springs, before operating from Coomalie Creek
f
0

1%

NT. On 6th April 1944, the aircraft attacked Sema
Island and was hit by ack ack fire and was forceiJ‘

land on Cartier Island, a tiny Atoll south of Seama
Island. The crew were rescued by a Catalina of 43 R
Squadron.

F

In August a retired officer and his wife found thq
fuel barge in the channel in Pelican Bay, Semau Islarld,
just where it sank on 5th April 1944. The barge wgs

After the attack. The camouflaged oil sitting upright, in water varying in depth of 12m to 20m

tanker found at Pelican Bay, Semua Island, Some of the camouflage cover stll_l rema!ns, _and it
. appears to have suffered an explosion amidships, the
on 6 April 1944,

bucled plates of the hull tell of the heat generated Qy
Course was then set for Cartier Island, 160 nauticHie fire. Some cannon holes can still be seen in the h{ill.

miles due south of Koepang at position 12 degrees 80is encrusted with coral and there is a myriad of fi

minutes south latitude, and 129 degrees 33 minutes ettt have made the hull their home.

longitude. Cartier Island, Scott and Ashmore Reefs had A report of the Squadron’s attack on the tanker, ajd

been recently surveyed as possible forced landing sittf,ﬁe dive on it many years, by members of the NT Scupa

A belly landing was made at 1345 hours. A hol®iving Club has been published in the Sund
was found just above the starboard engine flame dampée/ritorian of 25th October 1992. A conformation o
but the rest of the engine could not be examined, duettte “sink” for 31 Squadron.
the position of the aircraft.

During HMAS Advance’s time at Ashmore Reef an

The crew kept occupied by dismantling all theCartier Islands, the crew spread around “Australian trafie
instruments, clocks, the dinghy, with the nose cameraarked cans” to establish Australia’s continue
and code book. They then adjourned for a swim in ttgovereignty over the Islands, with regard to thejr
channel between West and East Cartier Islands. ~ remoteness off the Australian coast.

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

MANY YEARS LATER advised me that Cartier Island was a bombing and
gunnery range used by the RAAF. This was confirmgd

Early in 1993, while collecting items for our during a telephone conversation with the Win

Squadon album the Department of Territories advise€ommander, Armament Ranges, at Glenbrook NS
me that Cartier Island, Ashmore and Scott Reefs apgr HQ. He stated that there were many un-exploddd
close to the Chailis and Jabiru oil and natural gas fieldgrmaments on the island, and that it would be ve}y
and are regularly patrolled by ships of the Royadjangerous to approach it. Reluctantly | approached the
Australian Navy. | wrote to the RAN in Darwin and ship again, and cancelled the trip. Another alternatiye
asked if it would be possible for this “civilian” to go was suggested by an officer on HMAS Launceston, w{o

on one of the ships on patrol. They agreed to mxdvised that the RAAF Orion Squadrons of 92 Win
request and subsequently asked if | could board thfased at Edinburgh, flew patrols over this aref.
HMAS Launceston in Darwin at 1000 hours onCoastwarch, based at Broome and Darwin also patroled
Monday the 19th July 1933. | hastily agreed anghe area. Maybe one of these could photograph the afea.

contacted the ship, and was told they would be only )
too glad to have me , and land me on the Island to A letter to 92 Wing brought a reply. That the RAAR

photograph A19-156 as she is now. They would theR° longer patrolled the area, and only visited it whgn
divert to Broome. and land me there. or | could stagn exercises, or when required. A letter to Coastwatth
aboard for the remainder of the patrol. This would tak f Australia, brought a promise, that one of the
another two or three weeks. During my conversatiorf%atrOIS would take some pictures.

with the navigator, who produced his charts, and JACK BRASSIL

A 31 SQUADRON SINKING RE-VISITED.

In August 1992. A retired RAAF officer and his wife Launceston in Darwin at 1000 hours on Monday 1%:1

found the fuel barge in the channel in Pelican Bayluly 1993. | hastily agreed an contacted the ship,
Semau lIsland, just where it sank on 6th April 1944wvas told they would only be too glad to have me, afd
The barge is sitting upright in water, varying in depthand me on the Island to photograph A19-156 as shq is
from 12 metres to 20 metres. Some of the camouflag®w.They would then divert to Broome, and land me
cover still remains and it appears to have suffered dhere. Or | couls stay aboard for the remainder of théi
explosion amidships, the buckled plates of the hull tePatrol of some two to three weeks.

of the heat generated by the fire. Some cannon holes During my conversation with the navigator, wwhd

can still be seen in the hull. It is encrusted with corgly 4 ceq his charts, | was advised that Cartier Islahd
and_ there is a myriad of fish that have made the hLWas a bombing and gunnery range used by the RA4F.
their home. This was confirmed during a telephone conversatign

A report of the Squadron’s attack and the dive byith the Wing Commander Armament Ranges, lt
members of the NT Diving Club, has been published iGlenbrook NSW Air HQ, an that there were man
the Sunday Territorian of October 25th 1992. Aunexplpoded armaments on the Island and that it wogld
confirmation of the “sink” for 31 Beaufighter Squad. be very dangerous to approach the island. Reluctantjy |

During HMAS Advance’s time at Ashmore Reef an Gcontacted the ship again and had to agree to cantepthe

Cartier Island the crew spread around “Australian trade Another alternative was suggested, by an officer pf
marked cans” to establish to establish Australia’6iIMAS Launceston “ As well as an RAAF presenc
continued sovereignty over the islands with regard taround the oil field , The RAAF Orion Squadron of 9%
their remoteness off the Australian Coast. Wing, based at Edinburgh S.A. fly patrols over the arg¢a
as required. Coastwatch, based at Darwin and Broone
Iéasso patrol the area”.

=

1%

Early in 1993, while collecting items for inclusion
in our Squadron album, the Department of Territorie
advised me the Cartier Island, Ashmore and Scott Reefs A letter to 92 Wing brought a reply that, the RAAR
are close to the Chailis and Jabiru oil and natural ga® longer patrol the area, and only visit when on
fields, and are regularly patrolled by ships of the Roya&xercises or as requested. However, a letter fo
Australian Navy. | wrote to the RAN in Darwin and Coastwatch of Australian Customs Service, who do the
asked if it would be possible for this"civilian” to go on coastal surveillance in the north, has brought a promisihg
one of the ships on patrol. They agreed to my requerstsponse, as one of their patrols will take some pictuges
and subsequently asked if | could board the HMA®f the area.

JACK BRASSIL
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WHAT HAPPENED TO SGT ATCHESON?

This is a question which has bothered me over fiftgvents, the betrayal
years. | had known Bill at the RAAF training school inthe capture, took
1943. We both graduated as Sergeant Wirelegsace on the North
Navigatos. He was posted to 30 Squadron, and | waside of the gulf.
posted to 22 Squadron. In September 1944 OUr 10 file shows
Squadons were based at Noomfor Island, both umt%nat the two airmen
were part of 77 Attack Wing.

were executed by

Post war, | had heard nothing as to his fate. | knethe Japanese al
in latter years he was buried at Bomana War Cemetelgiore soon after
near Port Moresby. The mystery (at least to me) hakeir capture. Two
now been unravelled. It is clear that he was murderdslodies were
in Dutch New Guinea in late 1943. | am now inlocated after the
possession of most of the tragic facts, because | nOWar (24/6/1947)
have (legitimately), a copy of the National Archivesand reovered by
file (Series 7051S Item 166/3/28-0) dealing with hiservice recovery
last days on earth. personnel at Idore

The 24th September was a significant date) "€ tWo have been Bill O’Connor

: ; terred in the
Beadighter A19-209 piloted by F/LT Albert James n
Moody, with Atcheson as Navigator, had completed Eomana War Cemetery. There had been an attem%Ied

barge sweep along the east coast of Ceram, finishingr Iséfsuebofttr:\etalrmt_en frorrr: gd(t))re or& thg f29th Jang y
Sebakor Bay on the southern coast of New Guinea. T » butthe two armen had been dead for some tine.

mission was completed without opposition.Ten utes € aftternpted rescue reads like high drama., and iy a
gtory in itself , which space does not permit me tp

after setting course for Base, Moody called to hi itulate. Th 4 on Idore by Dutch |
accompanying Beaufighter, that he was experiencinr cpitufate. Therewas araid on ldore by utch groun

difficulty, and would have to force land. On Iandingt oops with RAAF support.
A19-209 commenced to burn. Several runs were made For me the mystery no longer remains. SGT
over the burning aircraft, and there were no signs diitcheson’s young body was recovered from a grave pt
survivors, the other aircraft was compelled to set courddore. A number of natives had been questioned ajpd
for home. The position of the downed aircraft washe evidence established beyond doubt that they bqth
02.50S 132.53E. Two other aircraft of 30 Squadrorhad escaped from the scene of the crashed Beaufighfer.
which happened to be in the area, picked up thEhey made their way to Arundai on the North side df
message and located the downed aircraft within 2the Gulf, were given shelter by friendly natives therg
minutes, ahorough visual search failed to reveal any(latitude 2 degrees 9 minutes South and longitude 1B3
trace of the crew. Fate would have it that the pilot oflegrees East), were betrayed by Native collaboratqrs
one of these aircraft was our own respected asgotia and then cruelly and wantonly executed by Japanege.
member, Geoff Rose. He clearly remembers thdémti It should be of some comfort, particularly to ou

A curtain of mystery now descends on the Scen@ssa:iation members who were brothers in arms, tht
To those who knew the area in the war years thtge two heroes rest in peace in Bomana Grave No C846.

Vogelkop (or turtle’s neck) represented a large area of These are the brief facts as | have culled them fr
the then Dutch New Guinea, which would have beethe National file. | am disappointed that a portion
familiar to crews on missions attacking targets ofhe file is exempt material, with the exempted portio
opportunity. The area bristled with enemy bases, Babexpunged, being from the final report of an Australia
Sagan, Kokas, Fak Fak, Manokwan, and Jefman #ar Graves investigation into the execution of the t
name a few. The Maceleur Gulf is a large indentatioairmen. | am not at ease with the fact given by the filg,
almost bisecting the area. The crippled Beaufighteadvice as to the investigation, and or trial of the wro
came down in the vicinity of Sagan. Archival papersloers, be they Japanese or natives, still Moody afpd
are silent as to how Moody and Aitcheson made thekitches rest in peace. You have not been forgotten.
way to the Gulf or indeed crossed it, but cross it the . . .
did)./ The file indicates that the two Australians Iinkedy After my receipt of the archives material my

. . . attertion was drawn to the fact the story of the twq
up with friendly natives for about three days, but Wer& \ccie airmen has been excellently handled by Jin
then taken by four native collaborators to a nativ

. Eamasin the book “The Searchers” (University Press).
police boy, _and_ then to Adore, and handed over t(.) t y notes have come from the Archival files and | arp
Jap Kempai, prior to the 24th October 1944. Idore is &

. indebted to that source.
the eastern extremity of the Maccleur Gulf, and was

the Headquarters of the Japanese army. All these BILL O'CONNOR
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RAMPAGE AT RABAUL

Rabaul, the Capital of New Britain, was one of thewhen a series of large explosions started. | though it
largest Japanese Bases in the South West Pacific, afuas a stick of bombs, and it scared the daylights oufof
they over ran our meagre forces on 22nd February 194me. It turned out to be an ack ack battery opening pp
Rabaul is situated on Simpson Harbour, and at timeegry close to the camp. It took a while for the pulde
there were up to 100 ships anchored there. These werte to settle down. There was not a great deal |of
protected by concentrated light and heavy ack ack, arthmage done by that raid.
in the harbour by flak barges.

As Beaufighters were the fastest of all aircraft takirjg
part in the Strike from Dobadura, were detailed as I]st
i

to take off. Because of the large number of aircraft takihg
off, and the fact that the strip was constructed of crushed
coral, a great cloud of dust was formed and we deleyed
for about ten minutes before we could take off safely.

To enable all aircraft to carry out the attack in gn
organised manner, two rendezvous points were gifen
to enable us to assemble and take our place in fhe
formation. When we arrived at the first rendezvous point
over the wreck at Buna, there was no sight of the main
formation. We then set course across the Solomon Jea,

v g for the second rendezvous point at Cape St Georgejon
Rabaul as seen by the Beaufighters on their the Southern tip of New Ireland, some 150 nautical milps
approach to the target. from Dobadura, and fifty miles across St Georggs

) o Channel to Rabaul. There was no sign of the mgin
There were four landing strips in the Rabaul areg, mation. so we had not caught up to them Coule

on which were based both fighter and bomber squad ¢ aitered for Rabaul, flying at a pretty low leve.
a very difficult and well protected target to tackle. Apabout halfway across the channel we sighted the main

large strike was planned, to be carried out by 308,..q ¢oming away from Rabaul after their strike. Thefe

aircraft, on Tuesday 12th October 1943, includingseemed to be aircraft everywhere, from low level fo
Fortresses, Liberators, some based in Northerg000 feet, mainly Lightnings and Mitchells.

Queentand, Mitchells, and Beaufighters, with top
cover of Lightnings. Thirty Squadron provided 1
Beaufighters for this strike.

The Squadron was then based on Vivigani Strif
Goodenough Island. To take part in this strike the 1
Beaufighters, flew from Goodenough to Dobadurg
which was a large American Base, situated on the northd
coast of PNG, near Buna. We were briefed thatradtan,
in readiness for the strike the following morning.

Overnight accommodation was in an America
Transit Camp. The rations were so much better thg
what we had been used to - | tasted ice cream for t
first time in PNG, and spam with apple jelly. A rea

change from bully beef and hard tack biscuits. Debriefing after the raid. P White (in cap),

That night, the Japs decided to lay on a bombing A Thomson with head in hand.
raid, possibly because of the large concentration of

aircraft on the strips in readiness for the next day’s When they spotted us  they thought we wefe

strike. The yellow alert had been sounded, and | Wa%apemese Sallys returning to Rabaul, and proceeded to

on my way back to the tent where my pilot ArthurattaCk us. We were scattered far and wide takipg

vasiv ion. N ne B fighter w m .
Thomson was, when the red alert was sounded. It wzfs asive actio ot one Beaufighter was damagqd

pitch black that night, and | was feeling my way slowly, Continued on page 12
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D EC I S I O N S Then the Pilot gave me quite a shock, he said ‘What

will 1 do?” | was thinking , I'm only a Flight Mechanic
50TU ( No. 5 Operational Training Unit ) washe’s a Pilot and he is asking me what to do. | think We

formed in October 1942 at Wagga Wagga to traioraiy '€ in serious trouble my mind was racing. | had begn
and Ground crews to support 30 and 31 BeaufightBfésent when two of the pilot instructors had begn
Squadrons operating in forward areas against tféscussing a fatal accident under similar circumstancgs.
Japaese in World War 2. The Beaufighter wasn’'t ahremembered them saying. If you loose an engine kegp
easy aeroplane to fly, particularly when taking off anthe wing up on that side and don't turn into the dedd
landing as it was prone to swing. engine. So | said to the pilot “Keep the port wing u
fd don’t turn into it.”

It was soon appreciated that, as all the take offs aft
landings in the forward areas were on strips where The pilots next words gave me considerable relig,
extra care was needed that some of the training fRg sajd “Yes ,what 1 meant was will 1 go on to Wagda
pilots at 50TU should include take offs and landing O\agga or go back to Tocumwall? It didn't take m
strips. Wagga Wagga was just a big field with no stripﬁ)ng to say “I'd prefer to go to Wagga Wagga It coul

however, _there were strips at Tocumwal_l about WBe a big repair job and all the facilities are there” | didnjt
hundred kilometres distant as the Beau flies. mention that 1 didn’t want him to try landing on a stri

It was decided that the pilot’s course would includevith only one engine. After all he had only bee
flying to Tocumwal together with ground crews tdearring today to land on a strip with two engines, h

senice the aircraft, practice take offs and landing fogaid, “ves I'd prefer to go on to Wagga Wagga.”

the day and come back in the evening. It was a good ] ]
idea and worked well. We were soon passing the Rock at Uranquinty, thgn

over the South side of Wagga Wagga. The pilot saidjto

One of these trips has a p_romment pl_ace N e “I don’t know how I'll go landing this, do you want
memory bank. Early one morning some aircraft fley

to Tocumwal including ground crews. At the end 0}0 ba”. out? | gave, him a very quick fmswer, Not op
the day when Flying training had finished it was tim our .I|fe, | haven't got .a ?arachute. He gave me P
to return to Wagga Wagga. Beside the Pilot and myséﬁ‘f'rpnsed look, th:en said “Ask the other fellow if he
was an instrument maker. Strange | didn’t know hiff@nts to bail out.” | relayed the question to the othgr
and couldn’t remember seeing him in $@uadron fellow. | had some difficulty getting an answer after a
he probably worked in a secluded instrument sectioth,was a big decision. Parachute jumping those days
he sat on the port side of the hatch and was wearingvasn't as pleasant or as safe as it is today, however}he
lap type parachute. | still had some work to do. | gav@ecided to stay.

the pilot a start it was an early Beaufighter and the The landing was good. | had been in a lot worde

engines were primed from the wheel wells. Afteart \1vith two engines. | congratulated the Pilot. | was feeling
up | already had the pitot head cover then .
happy to be on the ground again.

collected the undercarriage locking pins. Stowed the
chocks in the aircraft showed .the pilot the cover and Foot Note.
pins, closed the hatch and we were ready to leave. . . .
| was standing behind the pilot my usual position when Some time later in another Beaufighter Squadrgn

flying in a Beaufighter | could see out watch the - 1-& S.D. (Target Towing and Special Duties), a ney

instruments and see what the pilot was doing. pi_Iot was posted in, he was an_experienced Begufigh er
Pilot but hadn'’t flown a Beaufighter for some time s

We hadn't been airborne very long when thingge 140k one up for familiarization. We were surpris
began to happen, the port engine mstrumentswst WeBsee him land with the starboard engine featherdd.
to zero the pilot was very busy. | asked him wh ge Beaufighter has only one generator it is fitted

happened, he t.OId me the_z port engine just failed. TEhe starboard engine. That is why the starboard engne
propeller was windmilling it was an early propeller an )
started first. To unfeather a propeller of a starboajd

did not have feathering capabilities. | was surprised 3
see how fast the windmilling propeller was turningy©U have no generator only the battery for power. fit

| knew the Hercules engine had a propeller reductid@kes 600 Ibs. psi oil pressure pumped by an electrigal
of .444 to 1. When doing a daily inspection or dnhotor. To do this the battery needs to be well chargqd,
predlight we turned the propeller seven blades so th@f this occasion the battery was too weak for the jop.
the engine would turn at least a full revolution. Théesson - If you are the Pilot of a Beaufighter and yqu
propeller wasn't easy to turn so | was getting adecide to do some asymmetric flying it is prudent tp
appreciation of just how much drag it was causing. Neelect the Port engine to feather.
wonder a failure of an engine gave some concern.

\1%

STAN CURRAN
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BOSTONS TO THE DEFENCE OF SYDNEY

All Boston aircraft were flown to Wagga for engine  When we gained control my Gyro; (spun around afd
modification etc.All were in various stages of disrepainwas almost useless) The intercom was U/S, all m

. were out of reach and at first glance both mainplangs
Sydney requested a Boston for it's defence. Wg,1aq hent. In fact both had been strained to the

replied “None serviceable”. But they ?rdered “ONn&xtent that a full span of camouflage paint had peeld
Boston immediately to return to Sydney”. There was 8ff, and the bare metal looked like a bend - | hoped.
party organised for that night, and | was not known for | had fi h bef d when 1 fourld
leading the band, on social occasions, and | was very ' Nad flown over the area betore, and when | fou

ailway line | followed it happily. All went well until

junior. So | was detailed to fly a Boston to Sydney eve&‘éa train line disappeared into a tunnel - but by the

though there was not a compass in the cockpit, the bahad set my Gyro on a guessed at heading, and in flue

he_ltch was wired back f[gmporarlly, plus a couple o_f Oth%r?urse we landed at Richmond Air Base.
minor defects. In addition the weather was atrocious a

Wagga, but fine on the other side of the range. | never saw the Wing Commander again, but
. ) crew advised me that his chute was on the bottom hajch

~ As we were preparing to leave, a Wing Commande{ng he was sitting on the floor, leaning on it. Durin
virtually commanded me to give him a lift to Sydney. khe upset, the temporary wiring attaching the hat¢h
agreed conditional on his possession of a parachutgiled. The hatch, chute and half the Wing Comman

orders to proceed with all haste.. He arrived shortlshanking me for the lift, and was glad the chute was
afterwards having obtained his own chute. h is charge.

We set out - me setting my Gyro from the navigators Perhaps as recompense , a couple of weeks latqr, |
compass. Turbulence was severe and we experienc#@s given the task to look for submarines in Sydngy
an upset. Later the Squadron song put it this way: Harbour. No restrictions on altitude - BUT DO NO

FLY UNDER THE BRIDGE. | believe the morning

Rowell's aeroplane had wings on traffic would have preferred us under the bridge, rathfer
Then he flew into a cloud than up over and down again, Better than a Harlgy
When he came out bottoms up Davidson

He nearly wore a shroud. HARRY ROWELL

Continued from page 10 BLACKJACK,S

Perhaps their gunnery needed some brushing up. We

were reformed and once again set course for ayettar FAREWELL To DARW'N
As we crossed Simpsons Harbour, fires and large

columns of smoke were to be seen over a large area. The following is the story of the farewell tdg
Our specific targets were the two fighter strips ToberéDarwin, as carried out by W/CDR Brian (Blackjack
andRapapo. There were a number of Zeros and Hap¥/alker, and S/LDR John Hickey when they departgd
airborne, stirred up by the main attack. We made a ruA2 Squadron (Wirraways), Darwin, Walker to becorge
over Tobera, and then over Rapapo, where wadatha Commanding Officer of 30 Squadron (Beaufighterf)
building We were chased by a couple of Zeros and w&€ing formed at 50TU at Wagga Wagga, and Hickpy
flew low taking evasive action, for some time out toWho later became Commanding Officer of 22 Squadrpn

sea. One of them flew parallel for a while and | got a(BOStons).
good look at the pilot. He was wearing a flying helmet, \W/CDR Walker had been Commanding Officer ¢
and goggles and a white scarf. They broke off and wehe Squadron and S/LDR Hickey had been one of fhe
set course for Dobadetira. Flight Commanders. | was told of this farewell by Joljn

We lost one aircraft, Dick Stone an Morrie Hadwell Hickey, whilst we were together in 22 Squadron, bt

were the crew, and were seen to be attacked by a ZefS'rawina.

We arrived back some fifteen minutes after all the other S/LDR Walker led a formation of all the Wirraway$
Beaufighters, to find, when we were sitting at the tableof 12 Squadron on a Fly Over of Darwin. As th'r:
being debriefed our CO had been awarded afiormation approached the city, Blackjack gave the
immediate field award of the DSO. Later his navigatororder” Cocks out and relief tubes ready”, and whgn
was awarded a DEC. directly over Darwin he gave a further ordef,
“Commence pissing”, and the whole Squadron pisg
on Darwin.

—h

d

(D

PETER WHITE

GORDON CLOSE.
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A Beau for a ‘Betty’

On the morning of 2nd October 1943, two As we got very close it was plain to see a large rgd
Beaufighters from Thirty Squadron RAAF, based otiot on the fuselage, and in fact it was a Mitsubis}
Kirrawina Island, were detailed to carry out a bargeedium bomber known to us as a Betty.
sweep from Wide Bay to Jaquinot Bay, on the South
East Coast of New Britain.

This completely changed our attitude. It was highly
possible that the gunners in the Betty had fired a fejv

Barge sweeps have been very fruitful for Thirtipursts at us without scoring any hits. Both aircraft thep
Squadron. Because of Allied air superiority in thismade a number of full deflection attacks on the Betty
area, the Japanese supply and reinforce their basgthout apparently causing any damage.
with the barges, that travel at night and hide out during
the day. As a crew we had been credited with
destroyed and 4 damaged in a period of 12 days

—t

By this time the Betty had dropped height to aboJ

1%0 feet, trying to pick up speed. It had no hope 4s

" we were much faster. Our armament consisted pf
four 20MM cannon mounted in the belly, and 6 .30!
Machine guns mounted in the wings, all zeroed in gt
500 yards. My Pilot decided to attack from astern a
closed in to about five hundred yards, reduced spegd
to stay in the same position, and fired a long burgt
which hit the Betty across the middle of the back a
it exploded in the air and crashed into the sea. e
then proceeded on and carried out our assigned bafge
sweep, getting three barges destroyed.

u e | e

R e - i Squadron members celebrating the hooting|
Newspaper report of the destruction of the  down of the ‘Betty’ with a rare supply of beer.

‘Betty”
Some years after the War | learned that the Betly

came from number 702 Kokutai Squadron based pht

iyg'&m Alg-é?\r'&\?r'\:(;lscéuTrBNumbecg -HWO.’ VZ\G?[EZF/ QQabauI. The Captain was Pilot First Class Risaling.
edMarronan unny &ollan in * The aircraft and crew were listed as missing presumgd

‘We set course from Kirrawina to Wide Bay on Newead, and the Japanese were not aware of its fate uftil
Britain, a distance of some 200 nautical miles acroggvised by our authorities after the cessation ¢f
the Solomon Sea to start the sweep. hostilities.

Flying at a height of about 1000 feet, and about The Pilot was a Japanese Air Ace, who flew in th
half way across we sighted an aircraft at the samginese wars, and over Kuala Lumpor, before bei
height and on the same course. At first | wasn’t sup@sted to the South West Pacific Area. | managed fo
thatit was an aircraft, as other sightings of a like natuet some good pictures of the action, and luckily
had turned out to be dark spots on the perspex of just received some beer for the mess, so the
cupola. Squadron had a pretty good party to celebrate ojr

Closing in on it | confirmed it was an aircraft anguccess. A19-137 had been a good aircraft for us, Hut

more than likely a Beaufort medium bomber from 100€ lostita few weeks after this episode when we wefe

Squadron heading on a bombing mission to Rabaﬂ?maged by Zeros at Wide Bay, crash landing gt
irrawina.

My Pilot, SQD/LDR Arthur Thomson and | were
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SURRENDER DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTED TO
JAPANESE PERSONNEL
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Translation of Jap Language on Surrender Document.

Officers and men of the Japanese Army anfditilely now. They have been removed to an arg¢a
Navy with the war coming inevitably to an endaway from the fighting and are being caref
(remember that) there is the law of man as welbr medically. We will treat any surrendereq
as the law of Heaven. (The second word of th&oldier fairly inaccordance with international
Emperor) Those continuing the War are théaw and of course arrange for unlimited medic4l
generals. However, there is no blame falling ofand other) help asequired. Furthermore all
you, who from the beginning to the end foughpersonnel will be move imediately to safe
bravely. To continue the War hereafter will leadireas. To ensure that there is no chance |of
to a useless (futile) death. Probably the feelingnisurderstanding (your motives) when you com
closest to your hearts is that foreigners should us, come during the day, singly or in squads,
not prevail. We hope that you think about the ideayith you hands up and without weapons, The
that the death of any of you, who are here toddgont ofthis card reads in English, “The beargr
will not help your country. Up to now, more thanhas ceased resistance - treat him well |n
7,000 Army and Navy Officers and men havaccordance withnternational law. Take him to
surrendered in the belief that it is better that | atine nearest Commaimdy Officer, CinC Allied
there after the War to help Japan, rather than dr@rces”.
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